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Characters

Not So Wimpy Teacher: Lesson 4 & 26

Choose  one :  R ea l ist i c or  unr ea l ist i c  
Ma in Charact e r

S e condary Charact e rs

Are they human, an animal or something else? What is their name and age? What do they look like? What are their interests and character traits?

Dominic is a nine-year-old boy who is very quiet. He only has a few friends. He 
plays by himself a lot in his room. He likes Legos, reading and video games. He 

loves animals. He lives with his mom and his older brother. 

Purry is a stray cat with 
orange fur. He lives in an 
alley until Dominic finds 

him.

Dominic’s mom works a 
lot and is very stressed 

and tired.

Gage is fifteen and 
Dominic’s brother. He 
teases Dominic a lot.
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Setting
Wher e  is  tak es  p lac e When i t  tak es  p lac e

Add i t iona l  Sc en e  S e t t ings

The story takes place is Dominic’s 
bedroom. It is a messy. It has babyish 
decorations and lots of clothes, Legos 
and books on the floor. There is one 
window, but the curtains are closed. 

The room is dark.

The story takes place after school and 
on the evenings. It happens during the 

fall.

an alley between 
Dominic’s school and his 

house after school
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Problem & Solution

Not So Wimpy Teacher: Lesson 6, 7 & 28

Prob l em :  A challenge the Character Must solve

So lut ion :  How the character solves the challenge

Dominic finds a kitten in the alley on the way home from school. He brings 
the cat home and hides it in his room. He wants to keep the cat, but he 

knows that his mom won’t let him because she is allergic to animals. Mom 
finds the cat when his brother tells on him. Mom is very mad.

Dominic apologizes to his mom for being dishonest and hiding the cat. He 
agrees to take the cat to a shelter the next day. Mom does some thinking 
and just as Dominic and the cat are leaving, she tells him that she will start 

taking allergy medication. Dominic can keep the cat if he promises to 
keep it in his room and not lie to her again.
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Who is te l l ing the story? 
How do they see  the story? 

Point of View

Main Character Secondary Character Narrator
Dominic would talk 
about how he felt when 
he found the kitten and 
when he got in trouble.

The cat could talk 
about being found in the 
alley and then being 
scared about going to a 
shelter.

Mom could talk about 
finding the cat in 
Dominic’s room.

A voice that is not a 
character in the story 
can tell about how 
Dominic, the cat and 
Mom feel throughout 
the story.
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How will the beginning of your story hook your readers?

Types of 
Leads Boring Lead Lead that Hooks!

Sound It was raining. Drip. Drip. The rain plopped against the 
window pain. 

Talking It was time to go. “Hurry up! Get in the car! We are going to be 
late!” screamed Mom.

Action I was excited. I excitedly jumped out of the bed the moment 
the alarm sounded. 

Writing a Lead
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Developing the Setting

Not So Wimpy Teacher: Lesson 14 & 33

Show! Don’t tell !

He was in his bedroom. Books were stacked on the desk. Clothes were strewn
across the floor and the bed covers were in a pile at the foot 
of the bed. He cleared a path from the door to his dresser.

I jumped in the pool. The smell of sunblock lingered in the air as I threw my towel 
on the closest lounge chair. I tossed my cover up and it 
landed on the deck. Within moments I could feel the cool 
water cover me as I jumped from the ledge.

She went to school. As she walked into the room she could faintly smell paint 
from the art project they worked on yesterday. She quickly 
hung her bag and turned in her homework before taking her 
seat.

Telling Showing
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Story Plot

Rising Action
(Events that lead to the 

problem.)

1. Dominic finds a cat in the alley.
2. He hides the cat in his room and takes care of it there.
3. Dominic’s brother finds out about the cat and threatens to tell 

his mom.

Climax
(The problem at its peak 

or worst.)

Mom finds out that Dominic has been hiding the cat in his room.

Falling Action
(Events that lead to the 

solution.)

1. Dominic gets in trouble and is upset.
2. He finds a shelter for the cat.
3. Dominic’s mom gets some allergy medicine.

Solution Dominic’s mom changes her mind and lets him keep the cat.

What happens next? Keep them in suspense!

Not So Wimpy Teacher: Lesson 15, 21 &28
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Dialogue

Not So Wimpy Teacher: Lesson 16, 17 & 34

In our writing
“The exact words that a character says is 

called dialogue,” she told us.

Punctuating dialogue with the Punctuating dialogue with the

TAG AT THE END TAG AT THE BEGINNING
“I baked some cookies,” said Mom.

“I love when you bake cookies!” I 
exclaimed.

“Can I have two cookies?” I asked.

She whispered, “Don’t wake the 
baby.”

I asked, “Can I hold the baby?”

She exclaimed, “Of course you 
can!”
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Strong Verbs

Not So Wimpy Teacher: Lesson 18

Use interesting words to make your writing more interesting!

run dart
dash
scurry
raced

look glance
glare
stare
survey

said announced
replied
whispered
uttered

Weak Strong



new Paragraphs

Not So Wimpy Teacher: Lesson 19 & 35

1
anytime someone 
new starts talking

2
the setting 
changes

3
time moves 

forward a lot

4
a new character 

is introduced
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Keep your writing

Start Continue End

first
first of all

in the beginning
to begin with

next
then
later

afterwards
eventually

finally
in the end

last
lastly

ORGANIZED
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