[GSSON 1: PrO-asSGSSMONU™ g,

gssenuial AUSsSUIoN Maverials
What skills do you need to develop to be the best writer loose-leaf paper
you can be? rubrics
MNILESSON

Explain to students that they will be doing a writing sample today that will help you to
get to know them and to learn about their writing abilities. The sample will be used to
help you know how to help them to become the very best writers that they can be.
Explain that they should do their best.

Let students know that they will have the next hour to plan, draft, revise, and edit
thelr writing piece. You will give them regular updates on the time remaining, but they
should be ready to turn in a completed final draft at the end of the hour. The story
can be as long as they need It to be, but they probably won't have the time to write
a chapter book. Students can have as many sheets of paper as necessary.

Write the following prompt on the board:
Write a story about a child who gets In trouble. Be sure to sure to Include
characters, a setting, a problem and a solution.

As students finish their writing, attach a rubric to the top for easler grading.

WOrk Mo
Give students a paper and set a timer. Give them updates every 10-15 minutes. Otherwise, see to
it that writers have quiet time to write. Students who finish before the hour Is complete should
read, write or do another silent activity at their desk.

aodnNd

Share with your partner what you hope to Improve on during this unit of fiction writing.

NYerventuion OXLeNSIoN
If possible, set a visual timer on your white Allow students to come up with thelr own fiction
board to help students manage therr time. If narrative topic rather than using the prompt.
necessary, give students a word bank to help You may want to tell them the day before so
with spellng. that they have time to generate a topic.

NOU SO WMPY LGaCHeT, LLC




[GSSON 2: WIMUING NOVGBOOKS ™ g,

gssenuial duesuUIoN Maverials
How can being organized help to Improve your writing 1 composition book for each student
gkils? coples of cover sheet and dividers
your writing notebook
clue
crayons
MNILESSON

“Today we will be putting together writing notebooks that will be used for our entire
unit. The notebook will help us to keep our Important stories and resources
organized.”

Show students your writing notebook. Point out the three different sections and give
a brief explanation of what each section is for. Show them how they will keep
resources such as anchor charts in the first section. The second section will be for
the two big writing pleces that they will be taking through the entire writing process.
The final section will be a place for them to write additional storles when they finish
something early.

Show students how to Insert the dividers In thelr notebooks. The first divider can go
on the first page. The second divider should go about 1/3 of the way through the
notebook and the 3 divider should go about 2/3 of the way through the notebook.

WOrk vMo
Students will put thelr notebook together and then color the cover sheet and
dividers.

@leNp®
Show your partner how you decorated your writing notebook. Show students where they will keep
thelr notebooks and practice the procedures you want them to follow when It Is time to put
notebooks away.

Nuverventuion GXLENSION

NOU SO WMPY LGaCHeT, LLC




LESSON 3: FICUION NAMAUNVGS™ 3y

gssenuial duesuUIoN Maverials

How is a fiction narrative writing different than other kinds mentor text
of writing”? fiction narrative anchor chart
task cards & recording sheet

MNILESSON
‘For the next couple of months, we are going to be writing fiction narrative stories.
What does fiction mean?”

‘A fictional story Is a story that did not actually happen. | want to start our unit by
reading an example of a fiction narrative.” Read the lesson 3 mentor text to students
or have them read it with partners.

“Who were the characters in the story? What was the problem in the story? How
was the problem solved?”

"How Is a fiction narrative dfferent than a personal narrative?”

‘A personal narrative is a true story about something that happened to you. A
fictional story Is a story that you made up. It can be redlistic- a story that COULD
have hoppened. A fiction narrative can also be unredlistic- a story that COULDNT
happen. The main difference Is that a fiction narrative is a mode up story with made
up characters”

Complete the fiction narrative anchor chart and have students glus 1t to the inside
cover of thelr notebook.

WOrk vMo
Set task cards on desks around the classroom. Have students work with a partner to rotate
around the room and determine if the story on the task card would be a fictional narrative or not.

aodnNd

Discuss the answers from as many of the task cards as time permits. Students will teach thelr
partner what a fiction narrative Is and give an example.

Nuervenuon EXLeNSION
Scoot through the task cards with a small These students can write what type of writing
group of students that need assistance with each task card Is an example of.

reading the cards and help talk them through
the answer. Assign only half of the cards.

NOU SO WMPY LGaCHeT, LLC




[ESSON H: CHAraCloNs™ sy

Essenvial 4uGSuUIoN Maverials
How do writers choose characters to tell their story? character anchor chart
character student printable (optional)

MM LESSON

“Whisper to your neighbor to tel them what a fiction narrative Is and how it is different from o
oersonal narrative.

“Today we are going to start planning our fiction narratives! The first thing that we must decide are
the characters that our story will be about. Before we pick the characters, we must decide If our
characters will be redlistic or non-redlistic. Wil your story be about people like us? Or wil your story
have unicorns, dragons or talking animals?' Check the box for redlistic on the class anchor chart.
(You can come up with your own idea if you prefer.)

‘Once you declde the type of characters, you will need to decide who the main character will be.
What Is thelr name? What do they ook llke? What do they act like?" Fill out the main character
portion of the anchor chart using my example or one that you have generated.

“‘Storles are not usually about just one person. There are usually secondary characters that know
the main character and help to tel the story. Some might be friends and some might be enemies.’
il out the secondary characters portion of the anchor chart.

Main Character

Dominic Is a nine-year-old boy who is very quiet. He only has a few friends and he loves animals.

Secondary Characters

Purry is a stray cat with Dominic's mom works a lot Gage Is fifteen and Dominic’s
orange fur. and Is very stressed. brother. He teases Dominic.
WOrk uMe

Students will make graphic organizers or use the student printable to plan their main charocter and
thelr secondary characters. Some students may want to plan a few different combinations and
then choose the set of characters that they like best to record on their printable.

@leNp®
Students wil share with a partner about which characters they have chosen for thelr fiction
narrative story. If time permits, you may want to have some students share thelr characters with
the closs.

nuervenuion EXuvenNaon
Ask students guiding questions to help them Encourage students to Include more detall In
come up with a main character. thelr character descriptions and/or more than

one main character.

NOU SO WMPY LGaCHeT, LLC




[GSSON O: SOVUING 3y

gssenuial AUSsSUIoN Maverials
How do writers choose a setting to help tel their story? getting anchor chart
setting student printable (optional)

M LESSON

‘Now that you have characters for your fiction narrative, we need to plan the setting. Who
remembers what a setting is?”

The setting Is where and when the story takes place. Our story might have scenes in more than
one place and time, but let’s start by planning the setting of the majority of the story. We want to
close our eyes and come up with as many details as possible to describe our setting.”

Fill out the closs anchor chart.

Where When

Dominic’'s bedroom: After school and evenings
It is messy. It has babyish looking decorations Fal

and lots of clothes and books on the floor.
There Is one window, but the curtains are
closed. The room is dark.

Additional Scene Settings

An dlley between Dominic’'s school and his house after school

wWOrk MG

Students will make graphic organizers or use the student printable to plan their setting.

aodnNd

Students will share with a partner the details of the setting for thelr story.

Nuervenuon EXLENSION
Ask students guiding questions to help them Have students add more detals and
come up with a setting. Encourage these descriptions for thelr setting.
students to have their story set In just one
place.

NOU SO WMPY LGaCHeT, LLC




[GSSON O: PPrOBIOM™ g

gssenuial duesuUIoN Maverials
How do writers develop stories that are interesting to mentor text
read? problem and solution anchor chart
MNIESSON

“Yesterday you decided on the setting for your story. Share the setting that you chose with your
partner.”

Read mentor text 6 to the class or have students read it with a portner.
“Who was the main charocter?”

“What was the setting of the majority of the story?”

“What was the problem that the characters faced in the story?”

‘A fiction story needs a problem to make the story Interesting. ft is a chalenge or situation that the
characters must solve.”

Fill out the class anchor chart using your own story Idea or the one that | have provided as an
example.

Problem

Dominic finds a Kkitten In the dlley on the way home from school. He brings the cat
home and hides 1t In his room. He wants to keep the cat, but he knows that his
mom won't let him because she Is dllergic to animals. Mom finds the cat when his
brother tells on him. Mom is very mad.

WOrk vMe
Students will draw a planner or use the student printable to plan the problem for therr story.
Students should Include as much detall In thelr problem as possible. They should not worry about
how the story will be solved yet.

aodnNd

Students wil share with a partner the problem that they have chosen for thelr story.

NYerventuion CXLENaoN
Students who are really strugglng with the
planning may benefit from using one of the
flction narrative prompt task cards.

NOU SO WMPY LGaCHeT, LLC




[GSSON 7: SOLUVION" g

gssenuial duesuUIoN Maverials
How do writers develop stories that are interesting to mentor text
read? problem and solution anchor chart
MNIESSON

“Yesterday you declded on the problem for your story. Today we need to decide how our
characters will solve the problem! We cre planning the ending!”

Read mentor text 7 to the class or have students read it with a partner.
“Who was the main charocter?”

“What was the setting of the majority of the story?”

“What was the problem that the characters faced in the story?”

‘How did the characters solve the problem?”

Fill out the class anchor chart (from lesson 6) using your own story Idea or the one that | have
provided as an example.

Solution

Dominic apologizes to his mom for being dishonest and hiding the cat. He agrees
to take the cat to a shelter the next day. Mom does some thinking ond just as
Dominic and the cat are leaving, she tells him that she will start taking dllergy
medication. Dominic can keep the cat If he promises to keep 1t In his room and not
le to her again.

wWOrk MG

Students will plan the detalls for how their characters will solve the problem in therr story.

aodnNd

Students will share with a partner the solution that they have chosen for thelir story.

nuervenuion EXuvenNaon
Students who are really strugglng with the Encourage these students to go back and aod
planning may benefit from using one of the more detalls to thelr problem and solution.

flction narrative prompt task cards.

NOU SO WMPY LGaCHeT, LLC




[ESS0N 8: PONU OF VEW™ g

gssenuial duesuUIoN Maverials
How do writers develop stories that are interesting to mentor text
read? point of view anchor chart

M LESSON

Read mentor text 7 to the class or have students read it with a partner.

“Who was the main character?”

“What was the setting of the majority of the story”?”

“What was the problem that the characters faced in the story?”

‘How did the characters solve the problem?”

“Who was teling the story? How do you know?”

“The person who Is tellng the story Is teling the story from thelr point of view or how they see It.
Sometimes the main character tels the story. Sometimes one of the secondary characters tell the

story. Other stories are told by someone that is not In the story. They are called narrators.”

Give an example from your story or use the example that | have provided.

Main Character

Secondary Character

Narrator

Dominic would talk about how
he felt when he found the
kitten and when he got In
trouble.

The cat could talk about
being found In the alley and
then belng scared about
going to a shetter.

Can tell about how Dominic,
the cat and Mom feel
throughout the story.

wWOrk MG

Students will draw a planner or use the student printable to brainstorm three different point of

views that their story could be told

from.

aodnNd

Students wil share with a partner the point of view that they think wil make thelr story most

Interesting.

NLervenuion

OXVONSION

Have a small group of students work with you
at a table. Have them talk to you or each other
anout possible points of view before they begin
flling out the planner.

NOU SO WMPY LGaCHeT, LLC




6550N d: PEHEANSaL & DPaFuNg g

@ssonuaL 4USSUION Marcrials

Explain how rehearsal can be Used to help a writer.

M LESSON

‘Before a writer starts writing, It Is helpful to rehearse. A writer con rehearse by tellng therr story,
from beginning to end, to thelr partner. Saying It out loud helps you to think of the detalls and
prepares you for writing. When you are sharing, be sure you are sitting right In front of your partner
and looking right at each other. When you are talking, speak clearly and start from the beginning
and remember 1o tell it from the point of view that you chose. When you are the listener, be sure
to really hear the story.”

Give each partner a few minutes to share and rehearse.
“Now It Is time to put that story down on paper! Writers call this first version of the story their draft.
When you are writing the draft, just focus on getting the entire story on paper. Do not worry about

speling or anything else that slows you down.”

Ask students to skip Ines. You may also want them to drow a line and leave the bottom third of
each page blank for revisions.

wWOrk uMe
Students will work on the first draft of their masterplece story In the masterpiece story section of
thelr notebook. If they finish early, they can write a draft of a different story idea in the last section
of their notebook.

aodnNd

Students will share with a partner the draft that they have so far. It may be beneficial to have
them share with someone different than they rehearsed with.

NLervenuion GXLENSION

Have a small group of students work with you
at a table. Make sure they are using their
printables, but have them do the draft
Independently.

NOU 5O WMPY LGACHST, LIC




[GSSON 10: POHEANSal ¥ DMaFUNg g,

@ssonuaL 4USSUION Marcrials

Explain how rehearsal can be Used to help a writer.

MNLESSON
“Yesterday you rehearsed your story with a partner. Today we are going to
rehearse one more time. | want you to remember your story problem and solution
and the point of view. As you are tellng your story, tell your partner every single
detall. Try to add even more detalls to your story by closing your eyes and seeing
the story In your mind llke a movie.”

Give each partner a few minutes to share and rehearse.

“When you work on finishing your draft today, make sure that you are writing the
entire story like you rehearsed it with your partner.”

WOrk vMo
Students will finish the first draft of their masterpiece story In the masterplece story section of their
notebook. If they finish early, they can write a draft of a different story idea In the last section of
thelr notebook.

aodnNd

Students will share with a partner their favorite part of their story.

NYerventuion CXLENaoN
Have a small group of students sit at a table
near you. They should be writing independently,
but sitting near you will help with focus and you
can offer encouragement.

NOU SO WMPY LGaCHeT, LLC




[GSSON 1: SGUUNG SOALS™ 3y

E8soNuaL GUSSUION Marcrials
What goals can you set for yourself to Improve your completed rubric for each student from pre-assessment
narrative writing? godl sheet for each student
MNILESSON

‘Authors are always working to Improve thelr writing. Even professional authors are looking for
ways to become better writers. The best way to become a better writer Is to ask for feedback.
You can look at the feedback, or suggestions, from someone else and use their advice to Improve
your work. Writers don't get upset about the feedoack. t does not mean they are a bad writer!
The feedback Is good, because It helps them to become an even better writer.”

‘At the beginning of this unit, you wrote a fiction narrative about @ kid that got in trouble. | carefully
read al of your writing pieces. | was so excited to learn more about your writing abllities! After |
read your work, | filed out a rubric. A rubric is a list of skils that would make your work
exceptional. | looked for those skills In your writing. There were some skills that you are dlrecdy
doing really well There are some skills that you cre starting to develop, but just need some
practice. There are other skills that you may not have YET. | marked them down on this rubric.”

“Today we are going to go over the rubric together. | will read each skill and tell you a little about
what it means. You can look at your rubric and see If that is a skill you need to practice. Then you
will write three godls for yourself as a writer during the next two months.”

Pass out the student rubrics. Display a blank rubric. Read each skill one at a time and give a very
basic explanation of what it means. Let students know they will learn each skill in detail very soon.

WOrk vMG
Students will look over thelr rubric and determine the three biggest ways they can become better
writers. They wil write thelr three goadls on the godl sheest and glue the godl sheet into the resource
section of their notebook.

aodnNd

Students will share with a partner their three writing goals. Partners should redlly listen so that they
can check back with each other perlodically about how the work towards thelr godls Is going.

NYerventuion CXLENaoN
Have a small group of students sit at a table
near you. Highlight areas that they received a O
or "Not Yet." Ask students to pick three of
those areas to be their godls.

NOU SO WMPY LGaCHeT, LLC




6550N 12: WHLNG & 168D g

@ssénuial QuUESUION Marcrias

What types of leads are most likely to hook a reader? mentor text
lead anchor chart

MM LESSON

Read the lesson 12 mentor text to students or have them read it with portners.

“Today | want to realy focus on the first couple sentences of our stories. Authors call this a lead.
Authors spend a lot of time writing thelr lead. Why Is It important to write a good lead for your
story?”

Reread the first few sentences of the mentor text. “How does this author begin their story?” (with
a sound or onomatopoela) “Starting a story with a sound, that has something to do with the story
you are apout to tell, is interesting and makes readers want to continue.” Add an example to the
anchor chart.

‘If all stories started with a sound, would that be interesting? We need more than one type of lead
or our storles get boring. Another way that an author can start a story s with characters taking
(diclogue).” Add an example to the anchor chart. (Do not worry about teaching punctuation. That
will come in lessons 16 and 17.)

‘“Another great way to start a fiction narrative is with action. Readers will be hooked right away!”
Add an example to the anchor chart.

Boring Lead that Hooks!
Sound it was raning. Drip. Drip. The rain plopped against the window pain.
Taking | tt was time to go. "Hurry upl Get In the car! We are going to be Iate!” screamed Mom.
Action l was excited. | excitedly Jumped out of the bed the moment the alarm sounded.
WOrk Mo

Students will write a few possible leads for their seed story that they drafted. Encourage students
to try writing at least one of each type of lead. This list can be written In the masterplece section
ofter their draft.

aodnNd

Students will share their possible leads with their partner and choose the one that they like best
for thelr masterpiece story.

NYerventuion CXLENaoN
Rather than asking for a list of possible leads,
encourage these students to come up with two
possible leads.

NOU SO WMPY LGaCHeT, LLC




[GS6ON 13: DEOVELOPING COAraClOrS™ s

@ssénuial QuUESUION Marcrias

How do wrlters develop deep characters? mentor text
developing characters printable

M LESSON
Read the lesson 13 mentor text to students or have them read it with partners.

“Who is the main character in the story?”

‘I feel ke | actually know a lot about Rex after reading this short story. The author
gave us lots of clues about their personality, their strengths and therr weakness.
She doesn't just list all of his character traits, they are mixed Into the detalls of the
story. For example, | know that Rex does what he Is told because he starts eating
the spicy bugs even though he does not ke them.”

“Today, | want you to realy get to know your own story’s main character so that
you can include details to help your reader to get to know them'”’

Model filing out the interview form using your main character or the example story |
nave included.

wOrk uMe

Students will use the printable to brainstorm more details about thelr main character. Then they wil
go through thelr story and add details to help thelr readers learn about the character.

GOSNY

Students will share with thelr partner a couple places that they added details to help thelr readers
learn about the main character.

nuervenuion EXuvenNaon
Highlight a few places In thelr storles that you Students can also add more detalls to therr
want them to add additional character details. secondary characters.

Ask oral guestions about thelr main character
to get them thinking about the detalls.

NOU SO WMPY LGaCHeT, LLC



[GSo0ON 1%: DOVOLOPNG SCLUING™ =y,

gssenuial duesuIonN Marerials
How can writers use thelr senses to show the setting mentor text
rather than teling readers what the setting is? developing setting anchor chart
developing setting printable

MNILESSON
Read the lesson 14 mentor text to students or have them read it with partners.
Reread a specific sentence where the author shows the readers where they are,
rather than teling them.

“The author did not just tell us where they were. They showed us by describing what
they saw, heard and felt. Today we are going to show our readers the setting of our
story so that they can visudlize it and feel like they are right there with our
characters.”

Work together on the anchor chart to replace the teling phrase with a showing
ohrase. Readly have students iImagine the place using all their senses.
He was In his bedroom. Books were stacked on the desk. Clothes were strewn across

the floor and the bed covers were In a plle at the foot of the bed.
He cleared @ path from the door to his dresser.

| jJumped In the pool. The smell of sunblock lingered In the air as | threw my towel on the
closest lounge charr. | tossed my cover up and it landed on the
deck. Within moments | could feel the cool water cover me as |
Jumped from the ledge.

She went to school. As she walked Into the room she could faintly smell paint from the
art project they worked on yesterday. She quickly hung her bag
and turned In her homework before taking her seat.

WOrk Mo
Students will use the printable to brainstorm more details about thelr main setting. Then they will go
through their story and add details to show the setting without having to tel readers where the
characters are.

clodng
Students will share with thelr partner a sentence that they have used the “Show, Don't Tell’
strategy.

NYErvenuion OXLeNSIoN
After students fll out the printable, have them Students can also add more detalls to thelr
highlight 3-5 detalls that they want to include in secondary setting (If they have one).
thelr setting description.

NOU SO WMPY LGaCHeT, LLC




[GSOON 19: CrGal

NG SUSPENSE ™,

@ssénuial QuUESUION

How can writers create suspense In thelr storles?

Marcrials
mentor text
plot anchor chart
plot printable

MNILESSON
Read the lesson 16 mentor text to students or have them read it with partners.

‘I love how the writer kept me on the edge of my seat! | really wanted to know what
was going to happen next. The author did this by creating suspense. | didn't know
what was going to happen next, but | couldn't waitt to find out. She slowly told the
problem through a series of events. We want to create some Interest and use
suspense In our storles too! We can do that by Including several events that finally
lead to a climax, or that point where the problem is at peak!”

Fil out the Rising Action and Climax portion of the plot anchor chart with your story
or use the example that | have provided. (The rest of the chart will be completed in

lesson 21))
Rising Action 1. Dominic finds a cat In the alley.
(Events that lead to the 2. He hides the cat In his room and tokes care of it there.
oroblem.) 3. Dominic’s brother finds out about the cat and threatens to tell

his mom.

Climax Mom finds out that Dominic has been hiding the cat In his room.
(The problem ct its peck
or worst )

wOrk uMe

Students will use the printable to plan their rising action events and the climax. Then they will go
back Into their writing and add any events or details that they need to.

UOSNg

Students will share with thelr partner their plot planner and describe how the rising action events

are creating suspense.

NYerventuion
These students might benefit from flling out the
plonner backwards. Start by putting the
problem In the climox and then ask themselves,
“What happened right before this?”

CXLENaoN
Students can add an additional rising action
event to create even more suspense and
interest.

NOU SO WMPY LGaCHeT, LLC




[GSOON 10: DIALOGUT™

gssénuial duesuIoN Marerials
How can authors use didlogue In thelr writing? mentor text
didlogue anchor chart

M LESSON
Read the lesson 16 mentor text to students or have them read it with partners.

Reread some examples of dialogue.

“When an author shares the exact words that a character said, we call this
diadlogue. Using dialogue helps readers to better understand the story and feel like
they were there!"

f students have a copy of the mentor text, have them highlight or underline
examples of didlogue. Otherwise, project the mentor text and work together to find

examples of dialogue.

Add a definition and examples of didlogue to the top of the didlogue anchor chart.

TAG AT THE IND TAG AT THE BEGINNING
I baked some cookies,” said Mom. She whispered, "‘Don't wake the baby”
‘Ilove when you bake cookies!” | exclamed. | asked, “Can | hold the baby?”
‘Can | have two cookies”?" | asked. She exclaimed, “Of course you can!’
WOrk UM

Students will go back to therr draft and add dicdlogue. Have them close their eyes and hear exactly
what might have happened during the story. Don't worry about punctuation at this point. They can
use a carrot to add the didlogue where they skipped lnes or arrows to add 1t to the bottom of
their paper If they left space.

aodnNd

Students will share examples of diclogue that they added to their masterpiece with their partner.

NLervenuion GXLENSION

Ask questions to encourage students. “What
would your character have said about this?”

NOU SO WMPY LGaCHeT, LLC




[GSSON 17: PUNCLUAUING DIALOSUT ™3y

@ssénuial QuUESUION Marcrias

How can authors use didlogue In thelr writing? didlogue anchor chart from lesson 16

M LESSON

“Tell your partner what didlogue is and why writers use dialogue.”
“Today we are going to learn how to properly punctuate diclogue In our stories.”
Start by labeling the quotation marks and tag on the dialogue at the top of the chart.

‘Sometimes writers put the tag at the end and other times, they put it In the beginning. The way
that the didlogue Is punctuated changes bosed on where the tag is.”

Add examples to your chart. Be sure to add questions ond exclamations as they are punctuated
differently. Point out where the quotation marks go, where the commas go and when to capltalize
and add periods. It s helpful to have students use a different color marker, crayon or highlighter for
al of the punctuation so that It stands out.

Examples of diclogue with the tag at the end:
It's time for bed,” said Mom.

‘I'wish | could stay up all night!” | exclaimed.
‘Can | stay up for five more minutes?’ | asked.

Examples of dialogue with the tag at the beginning:
She announced, “Tomorrow Is fleld day.”

| asked, “Can | be Jack’s partner?”

Sara exclaimed, “You're aways Jack’s partner!”

WOrk MG
Students will go back to the diclogue they added to their masterplece and properly punctuate.
Students should reread their masterpiece and make sure they have added all of the necessary
didlogue.

aosng
Write an example of didlogue on the board, but do not include any of the punctuation. Students
should teach thelr partner how to properly punctuate.
Example: Cats make me sneeze she Informed us.

Nuervenuon EXLENSION
Allow students to just use didlogue with tags at | Encourage students to edit thelr masterpleces
the end. Be sure that students are using their 80 that they vary where the tag is In therr
anchor chart as a reference. diclogue.

NOU SO WMPY LGaCHeT, LLC




[GSSON 18: WOrD CHOICG: SUONG VOI'BS

gssenuial duesuIonN Marerials
How can writers make thelr words more Interesting”? mentor text
strong verbs onchor chart

M LESSON

“Today we are going to be learning how to add more interesting verbs to our writing. As we read
our mentor text, listen for places that the author uses strong verbs to show the action In the
sentence.’

Read the lesson 18 mentor text to students or have them read it with partners. Ask students to
share some examples of places In the text that the author used strong or interesting verbs.
(Examples: begged, hustled, questioned)

Work together to fill in more specific verbs on the anchor chart.

run dart
dash
scurry
raced

look glance
glare
stare
survey

said announced
repled
whispered
uttered

WOrk vMe
Students will go back through their masterplece and underline the action verbs. Then they wil
decide which verbs need to be revised. Remind students that all verbs don't have to be strong!
Writing I8 more interesting when 1t Is varied. So just choose the verbs that are especially boring or
repetitive.

CLOSNG
Clive students a sticky note and have them write one boring verb and how they made it more
Interesting. If you use a hard copy anchor chart- have students stick thelr notes to the chart.
Alternatively, you can cal on students to share one verb they revised.

Nuervenuon EXLENSION
Look at students’ writing and highlight severdl When students finish making thelr verbs more
verbs that you want them to revise to be more | interesting, have them make their nouns more
interesting. detaled. Example: Instead of book, replace
with the full title of the book.

NOU SO WMPY LGaCHeT, LLC




[GSSON 19: PArQIIaPrs™ =y,

@ssénuial QuUESUION

How do wrlters organize their thoughts Into paragraphs?

Marcrias

mentor text
paragraph anchor chart

MNLESSON
Give students a copy of lesson 19 mentor text or display it on the board so that

they can see It. Read the text together.

“Why does the author have blank lines between text?”’

“Writing Is broken into smaller chunks, called paragrophs, to give readers a chance

to pause and keep the story organized.”

Give students the parograph anchor chart and review what each one means. Each
reason Is numbered. Go back through the mentor text and decide why the author
changed paragraphs. Use the number from the anchor chart to label them.

Show students the paragraph editing sign so that they can use it when editing their

masterpieces.

WOrk MG
Students will go back through their masterplece and determine where they need to change
paragraphs. They will Insert the parograph sign where needed. | suggest giving them color pens so
that the signs don't get lost in thelr writing. If they are doing this on the computer, they can just add

the paragraph break.

aosng

Students will teach their partner about the times that a writer needs a new paragraph.

Ntervenuion

Have students focus on one type of new
paragraph at a time. “Go through your dialogue.
Every time a new person talkks, add @
paragraph sign.” When they finish, give them a
new tosk.

EXLENSIoN
Encourage students to vary the length of their
paragraphs. Some paragraphs are only @
sentence (dialogue), while others are 5-7 more
detalled sentences. Mixing the paragraph length
makes your story more Interesting.
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[GSSON 20: UranduiONS™

@ssénuial QuUESUION Marcrias

How can transition words and phrases help a reader”? mentor text
transttions anchor chart

MNILESSON
‘It Is Important that we help our readers to follow our stories from beginning to end. Writers use
transttion words to help thelr readers understand the order of the events in their story. Listen to
the mentor text and see If you can hear any transition words.”

Read the lesson 20 mentor text to students or have them read it with portners.
Make a list of common transition words and phrases on the anchor chart.

First, second, third, etc.
Then

Next

Finally

Afterwards

Meanwhile

All of a sudden

At the same time

After

Later

(I recommend keeping the transition words fairly simple and relating to time, but if you have writers
that are ready for a challenge, you might suggest more complex transitions.)

WOrK UMC
Students will go back through their masterplece and look for places where they need transition
words or phrases to help readers know the order that events happen. Remind students that every
sentence should not have a transition. Reference the mentor text as an example.

cosng
Students will share a few of the sentences that they added transitions to. They can share with @
partner or guickly go around the clossroom and share with the whole class.

NYerventuion CXLENaoN
Highlight just a few of the transition words from | Mest with students and add more transition
the anchor chart and ask them to find places In | words to therr list. Examples: however,
thelr stories where these words would help ¢ therefore, although and never the less.
reader.

NOU SO WMPY LGaCHeT, LLC




[GSO0ON 21: WIMUING an CNDINg™

@ssénuial QuUESUION Marcrias

How can an author end thelr story In an Interesting way”? mentor text
plot anchor chart from lesson 16

M LESSON

Read the lesson 21 mentor text to students or have them read it with partners.

I'love that this story has rising action and a climax. That gives 1t lots of suspense. | diso love that it
doesn't just end suddenly right after the climax. The author shared a short serles of events that
led to the solution. The author took thelr time showing how the character solved therr problem.”

Finish filing out the plot anchor chart from lesson 15. Use your own story or my example.

Faling Action 1. Dominic gets In trouble and Is upset.

(Events that lead to the 2. He finds a shetter for the cat.

solution.) 3. Dominic’'s mom gets some dllergy medicine.

Solution Dominic’s mom changes her mind and lets him keep the cat.

‘Never end with The End'! My story will end with the cat purring In Dominic’s lop. How will your
story end?”

WOrk vMe
Students will use the printable to plan their faling action and solution. Then they will go back into
thelr writing and add any events or detaills that they need to.

aosng

Students will share with a partner how they chose to end thelr story.

NYerventuion CXLENaoN
It might help these students to work
backwards. What do they want the last scene
to look like”? How will the problem be solved?
What event happened right before the problem
was solved.
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6550N 22: EDILNG ™,

gssénuial duesuIoN Marorials
How can writers make thelr writing look better? mentor text
editing check list for each student
speling dictionary (optional)
colored pens or penclls (optional)

M LESSON

‘Up until this point we have been working on making our stories sound good by
revising. Starting today, we need to start making our storles look good by editing
them.’

Give students a copy of lesson 22 mentor text or display 1t on the board so that
they can see It. Read the text together .

Edit the mentor text as a class. Show them how to circle a misspelled word and
write the correct spelling above. Show them the three line symbol for capitalization
changes.

Give each student an editing checklist. You may also want to give students the
speling dictionary.

WOrk vMe
Students will use a colored pen or pencll to edit thelr masterpiece writing. Encourage them to use
the checklist and remind them to edit any of the text that they have added to thelr story during the
past couple of weeks.

aosng

Allow students to read thelr story to a new partner. Reading it aloud might help them to find
addttional errors!

NLervenuion GXLENSION

Highlight spelling errors that they have the
resources or knowledge to correct. Have
students focus on just one task from the
checkilist at a time.
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6550N 23: PEED EDILNG™ ™,

gssénuial duesuIoN Marorials
How can writers make thelr writing look better? editing check list for each student
speling dictionary (optional)
colored pens or penclls (optional)

MNILESSON
“Tell your partner some things that you need to look for when editing a story.’

“Today we wil finish editing our stories. Instead of editing our own story, we are
going to edit our partner’s story. Why is it a good idea to have another person edit
our work”?”

“Today you will sit right next to your partner. You will read their story out loud while
tracing the words with your finger. If you get confused, ask guestions. If you see an
error, circle it. Once you have completed the entire story, be certain to compliment
the writer on something specific. Then they will start editing your story.”

WOrK UMC
Students will meet with thelr partner and do peer edits on thelir stories. Encourage students to use
thelr editing checklist.

CLoOShd
Have students share with the whole class something great that their partner did In thelr writing.
Examples: Interesting lead, lots of didlogue, strong verbs, etc.

NYErvenuion OXLeNSIoN
Have Intervention students partner up and Have extension students partner up with each
participate In this activity! other to participate In this activity.
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[GSOON 2% : PUBLISHING ™y

gssenuial ducsuionN Mavcrials
How do writers share their stories” publishing paper or technology for typing

MNLESSON
Use this mini lesson time to teach students how you want them to publish thelr story

(special paper, typing, etc.) If you need ideas for ways to publish, see the
suggestions In the Teacher Directions file.

wOrk uMe

Students will begin publishing thelr masterplece story.

aosng

Have students find a new partner and share thelr favorite paragraph from their writing.

Nuverventuion GXLENSION
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[GSSON 20: PUBLISHNG ™y

@ssénuial QuUESUION Marcrias

How do wrlters share therr stories? publishing paper or technology for typing

MNILESSON
Use this mini lesson time to remind students of the publishing procedures and
discuss any challenges that may have come up during work time the previous day.

You might want to allow early finishers to llustrate their story or make a cover for
thelr story.

wOrk uMe

Students wil finish publishing thelr masterplece story.

CLosSNd
Display student writing. This can be on a bulletin board, in a class story binder or by binding them
al into a class book.

Nuverventuion GXLENSION
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[GSSON 20: CHAracuors & PONy OF VIOW

gssénuial duesuIoN Marerials
How do writers choose characters to tel thelr story? character anchor chart from lesson 4
point of view anchor chart from lesson 8
character student printable (optional)

MNILESSON
“Today Is a special day because we are starting a brand new masterplece story!
We have dready learned all of the Importaont strategies that fictional narrative
writers need to use. Therefore, our mini lessons are going to be shorter. | will just be
reminding you of the things you have already learned. Having shorter lessons, will
give you more time to write!’

“Today you need to come up with characters for your story and decide who will be
teling the story.”

Review the character anchor chart. Then review the point of view anchor chart.

wOrk uMe

Students will draw a planner or use the printable to plan the characters for their next story. They
will clso decide whose point of view the story will be told from.

aosng

Students will share a Iittle about theirr main character with thelr partner.

NLervenuion GXLENSION

Ask students guiding questions to help them
come up with a main character.

Encourage students to Include more detall In
thelr character descriptions.
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65S0N 27: SEUUNG g

gssenuial AUSsSUIoN Maverials
How do writers choose a setting to help tel their story? getting anchor chart from lesson
setting student printable (optional)

M LESSON

‘Now that you have characters for your fiction narrative, we need to plan the setting. Who
remembers what a setting is?”

The setting Is where and when the story takes place. Our story might have scenes in more than
one plaoce and time, but let’'s start by planning of the setting the majority of the story. The setting

can be aredl place or it can be a ploce that you make up. We want to close our eyes and come
up with as many detalls as possible to describe our setting.”

Review the setting anchor chart from lesson 5.

wWOrk MG

Students will make graphic organizers or use the student printable to plan their setting.

aodnNd

Students will share with a partner the details of the setting for thelr story.

Nuervenuon EXLENSION
Ask students guiding questions to help them Have students add more detals and
come up with a setting. Encourage these descriptions for thelr setting.
students to have their story set In just one
place.
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[GS5SON 28: PrOBICM & SOLUUION g,

gssenuial duesuUIoN Maverials
How do writers develop stories that are interesting to problem and solution anchor chart from lesson 6
read? plot anchor chart from lesson 15

problem & solution student printable (optional)
plot student printable (optional)

M LESSON

‘A fiction story needs a problem to make the story interesting. It Is a challenge or situation that the
characters must solve”

Review the problem and solution anchor chart from lesson 6.
‘One way that we make our problem and solution Interesting Is by adding In suspense. We have
severdl events that lead to the problem and keep our readers on the edge of their seat wondering

what will happen next.’

Review the plot anchor chart from lesson 16.

WOrk vMo
Students will draw a planner or use the student printable to plan the problem and solution for thelr
story. Then, students will draw a plot planner or use the student printable to plan therr rising action
and climax. (The rest will be completed in lesson 36.)

aodnNd

Students will share with a partner the problem and solution that they have chosen for thelr story.

NYerventuion CXLENaoN
Students who are really strugglng with the
planning may benefit from using one of the
flction narrative prompt task cards.
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[GSSON 24 rCHOANSAL 8 DPAFUING ™y

@ssénuial QuUESUION Marcrias

How can writers use rehearsal before drafting a story? sticky notes (optional for intervention)

MNILESSON
“Today you will need to start to draft your story. Remember that when you draft @
story, you are getting the story on paper with as many detaills as possible. You don’t
need to worry about speling or looking up how to punctuate didlogue. Just get your
story on paper. We wil revise and edt later.”

‘Remember that before an author starts writing, It helps to rehearse thelrr story.
Saying it out loud helps you to think of the detaills and prepares you for writing. Turn
to your partner and tell them your story from beginning to end. When you finish, they
will tell you thelr story.'

WOrK UMC
Students will araft their story In the masterpiece section of their notebook. Remind students to skip
Ines.

aosng

Students will share what they have written so far with their partner.

NLervenuion GXLENSION

CGive students three sticky notes labeled
beginning, middle and end. Have students write
the events of their story in order on the sticky
notes before drafting.
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6550N 30: DPEFUNG ™,

@ssénuial QuUESUION

How can writers use rehearsal before drafting a story?

Marcrias

M LESSON

“Yesterday you rehearsed your story with a partner. Today we are going to
rehearse one more time. | want you to remember your problem and solution and the
ooint of view. As you are tellng your story, tell your partner every single detail. Try to
add even more details to your story by closing your eyes and seeing the story In

your mind like a movie.”

Give each partner a few minutes to share and rehearse.

“When you work on finishing your draft today, make sure that you are writing the

entre story like you rehearsed It with your partner.”

Students will complete their story draft.

wOrk uMe

aosng

Students will share something they are proud of that they wrote today with a partner.

NLervenuion

Have a small group of students sit at a table
near you. They should be writing independently,
but sitting near you will help with focus and you

can offer encouragement.

GXLENSION
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6550N 31: WNUNG & L6ED~ g

@ssénuial QuUESUION Marcrias

What types of leads are most likely to hook a reader? lead anchor chart from lesson 12

MM LESSON

“Today | want to realy focus on the first couple sentences of our stories. Remember that authors
call this a lead. Authors spend a lot of time writing their lead so that they can hook their readers.”

Review the types of leads on the lead anchor chart from lesson 12.

wWOrk vMe
Students will write a few possible leads for their seed story that they drafted. Encourage students

to try writing at least one of each type of lead. This list can be written In the masterplece section
after therr draft.

aodnNd

Students will share their possible leads with their partner and choose the one that they like best
for thelr masterpiece story.

NYerventuion CXLENaoN
Rather than asking for a list of possible leads,
encourage these students to come up with two
possible leads.

NOU SO WMPY LGaCHeT, LLC




[GS60ON 32: DGVOLOPNG CHAraCUONS™ 3

@ssénuial QuUESUION

How do wrlters develop deep characters?

Marcrias

developing characters printable

MNLESSON
“Today, I want you to realy get to know your own story’s main character so that
you can include details to help your reader to get to know them'”’

Review how to fill out the developing characters printable.

"When we write a story, we don't want to list all of the detalls about our character.
We want to sneak them In so that our readers learn about the characters In a more
Interesting way. Show them who your character is without teling them. Instead of
saying that they love to sing, maybe you can mention that they are talking to their
best friend while walking to choir practice.”

wOrk uMe

Students will use the printable to brainstorm more details about thelr main character. Then they wil
go through thelr story and add details to help thelr readers learn about the character.

GOSNY

Students will share with thelr partner a couple places that they added details to help thelr readers

learn about the main character.

Nuervenuon
Highlight a few places In thelr storles that you
want them to add additional character detalls.
Ask questions about thelr main character to get
them thinking about the details.

GXLENSION

Students can also add more detalls to thelr
secondary characters.
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[GS60ON 33: DEVELOPING SCLUNG ™y,

gssenuial duesuIonN Maverials
How can writers use thelr senses to show the setting developing setting anchor chart from lesson 14
rather than tellng readers what the setting Is? developing setting printable
MNILESSON

“Today we are going to show our readers the setting of our story so that they can
visualize it and feel lke they are right there with our characters. We aren't just going
to tel them where the story takes place. We are going to show them”

Review the setting anchor chart from lesson 14.

WOrk Mo
Students will use the printable to brainstorm more details about thelr main setting. Then they will go
through their story and add details to show the setting without having to tel readers where the
characters are.

clodng
Students will share with thelr partner a sentence where they have used the "Show, Don't Tell'
strategy.

NYErvenuion OXLeNSIoN
After students fll out the printable, have them Students can also add more detalls to thelr
highlight 3-5 detalls that they want to include in secondary setting (If they have one).
thelr setting description.
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[GSSON 3% : DIALOIUT

@ssénuial QuUESUION Marcrias

How do authors use dialogue In thelr writing? didogue anchor chart from lesson 17

MNILESSON
“Today you are going to revise your storles to add more diclogue. Why do authors
use diclogue”?”
‘Diclogue can be tricky to punctucate. Let’s review.”

Review the dialogue anchor chart quickly.

WOrk vMe
Students will revise therr story to add more didlogue and then edit the punctuation. Students should
be using their anchor chart as a reference. Students who finish early should review therr word
cholce anchor chart and look back through their story to find verbs that they need to make
stronger.

CLloshg
Students will show thelr partner some didlogue from thelr story and explain why they punctuated it
the way that they did. You may wish to have a few students write a plece of diclogue on the board
or have every student write on sticky notes that can be placed on the board or anchor chart.

Nuervenuon EXLENSION
Encourage students to just use dialogue with After adding dialogue, these students should
the tag at the end to keep the punctuation revise thelr story to add stronger verbs.

simpler.
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[CSSON 30: PAradraPs & LranduionNs

@ssénuial QuUESUION

How do wrliters organize thelr writing with paragraphs
and transitions?

Marcrias

paragraph anchor chart from lesson 19
transition anchor chart from lesson 20

MNILESSON
‘Remember that writing Is broken Into smaller chunks, called paragraphs, to give
recaders a chance to pause and keep the story organized. There are specific times
that writers need to start a new paragraph.”

Review the paragraph anchor chart.

“Transitions also help to keep our writing organized.”

Review the transitions anchor chart. Remind students that every sentence should

not have a transition word.

WOrk Mo
Students will go back through their masterplece and determine where they need to change
paragraphs. They will Insert the paragraph sign where needed. | suggest giving them color pens so
that the signs don't get lost in thelr writing. If they are doing this on the computer, they can just add
the paragraph break. Then students will Insert any extra transitions that they need.

aodNd

Students wil teach therr partner about the times that a writer needs a new paragraph.

NYerventuion
Have students focus on one type of new
paragraph at a time. “Go through your dialogue.
Every time a new person taks, add @
paragraph sign.” When they finish, give them @
new task. Highlight just a few of the transition
words from the anchor chart and ask them to
find places In thelr stories where these words
would help a reader.

GXLENSION

Encourage students to vary the length of their
paragraphs. Some paragraphs are only a
sentence (dialogue), whie others are 5-7 more
detalled sentences. Mixing the paragraph length
makes your story more Interesting.
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[GS6ON 30: WHUNG AN CINDING™

@ssénuial QuUESUION Marcrias

How can an author end thelr story In an Interesting way”? plot anchor chart from lesson 15

M LESSON

‘In a good story the author takes thelr time showing how the character solved thelr problem. If an
author ends the story too guickly, the readers wil feel disappointed.”

Review the plot anchor chart and faling action.

wOrk uMe

Students will use the printable to odd details to their faling action and solution. Then they will go
back Into thelr writihng and add any events or details that they need to.

aosng

Students will share with a partner how they chose to end thelr story.

NYerventuion CXLENaoN
It might help these students to work
backwards. What do they want the last scene
to look like”? How will the problem be solved?
What event happened right before the problem
was solved.
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6550N 37: EDILNG ™,

gssenuial ducsuionN Mavcrials
How can writers make thelr writing look better? editing checklist
colored pens or penclls

MNILESSON
It Is time to edit your stories to make them look as great as they sound!”

Review the editing checklist with students. Also, remind them to use therr resources
for spelling (word walls, spellng dictionaries, books, etc.).

WOrk MG
Students will go back through their masterplece and edit using a colored pen. They should be
referencing the editing checklist. After they edit their own plece, they should have their partner do
a peer edit as well.

CLoOShd
Have students share with the whole class something great that their partner did In thelr writing.
Examples: Interesting lead, lots of didlogue, strong verbs, etc.

Nuervenuon EXLENSION
Highlight spelling errors that they have the
resources or knowledge to correct. Have
students focus on just one task from the
checkilist at a time.
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@ssénuial QuUESUION

How do writers share thelr storles?

publishing paper or technology for typing

[GSOON 38: PUBLISHNG ™y,

Marcrias

M LESSON

Use this mini lesson time to teach students how you want them to publish thelr story

(special paper, typing, etc.) If you need ideas for ways to publish, see the
suggestions In the Teacher Directions file.

wOrk uMe

Students will begin publishing thelr masterplece story.

aosng

Have students find a new partner and share thelr favorite paragraph from their writing.

Nuverventuion

GXLENSION
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[GSSON 39: PUBLISTING ™3y

@ssénuial QuUESUION Marcrias

How do wrlters share therr stories? publishing paper or technology for typing

MNILESSON
Use this mini lesson time to remind students of the publishing procedures and
discuss any challenges that may have come up during work time the previous day.

At some point during your writing time, let students know that they will be doing an
assessment the following day. They should work on planning the characters, setting,
oroblem and solution. It might be homework or something they do if they finish
oublishing early.

wOrk uMe

Students wil finish publishing thelr masterplece story.

aosng

Students should practice for the author share celebration with their partner.

Nuverventuion GXLENSION
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[GO00N 40: ASSGSIMONU™ g,

gssenuial AUSsSUIoN Maverials
What skills do you need to develop to be the best writer loose-leaf paper
you can be? rubrics
MNILESSON

Explain to students that they will be doing a writing sample today that will help you to
get to know how much they have learned during the past several weeks. They
should do their very best and remember the lessons they have learned.

You can allow students to use the resources from thelr notebook If you wish.

Let students know that they will have the next hour (you can adjust this time) to plan,
draft, revise, and edit their writing piece. You will give them regular updates on the
time remaining, but they should be ready to turn in a completed final draft at the end
of the hour. The story can be as long as they need it to be, but they probably won't
have the time to write a chapter book. Students can have as many sheets of paper
as necessary.

As students finish their writing, attach a rubric to the top for easier grading.

WOrk Mo
Give students a paper and set a timer. Give them updates every 10-15 minutes. Otherwise, see to
it that writers have quiet time to write. Students who finish before the hour Is complete should
read, write or do another silent activity at their desk.

aodnNd

Nverventuion EXLENaoN
If possible, set a visual timer on your white
board to help students manage thelr time. Allow
students to use thelr resources. You might clso
alow them to use the prompt task cards if they
do not calready have a story idea.
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