[GSSON 1: PrO-asSGSSMONU™ g,

gssenuidl AUSsSUIoN Maverials
What skils do you need to develop to be the best writer loose-leaf paper
you can be? rubrics

word bank (optional)

MNILESSON
Explain to students that they will be doing an opinion writing sample today that wil
help you to get to know them and to learn about thelr writing abillities. The sample wil
be used to help you know how to help them become the very best opinion writers
that they can be. Explain that they should do their best.

Let students know that they will have the next hour to plan, draft, revise, and edit
thelr writing plece. You will give them regular updates on the time remaining, but they
should be ready to turn in a completed final draft at the end of the hour. The plece
can be as long as they need It to be, but they probably won't have the time to write
a chapter book. Students can have as many sheets of paper as necessary.

Write the following prompt on the board:
Should students be given a spring break OR have a longer summer break? Use
reasons and examples to support your opinion.

As students finish their writing, attach a rubric to the top for easler grading.

WOrk Mo
Give students paper and set a timer. Give them updates every 10-15 minutes. Otherwise, see to it
that writers have quiet time to write. Students who finish before the hour Is complete should read,
write or do another silent activity at their desk.

aodnNd

Share with your partner what you hope to Improve on during this writing unit.

NUervenuion CXLENaoN
If possible, set a visual timer on your white Allow students to come up with thelr own
poard to help students manage therr time. Give | opinion topic, rather than using the prompt.
students a word bank to help with spelling.

NOU SO WMPY LGaCHeT, LLC




[GSSON 2: WIMUING NOVGBOOKS ™ g,

gssenuial duUesuUIoN Maverials
How can being organized help to Improve your writing 1 composition book for each student
gkillg? coples of cover sheet and dividers
your writing notebook
glue
crayons
MNILESSON

“Today we will be putting together writing notebooks that will be used for our entire
unit. The notebook will help us to keep our writing and resources organized.”

Show students your writing notebook. Point out the three different sections and give
a brief explanation of what each section is for. Show them how they will keep
resources such as anchor charts in the first section. The second section will be for
the two big writing pleces that they will be taking through the entire writing process.
The final section will be a place for them to write odditional pieces when they finish
something early.

Show students how to insert the dividers In their notebooks. The first divider can go
on the first page. The second divider should go about 1/3 of the way through the
notebook, and the 3™ divider should go about 2/3 of the way through the notebook.

WOrk vMo
Students will put thelr notebook together and then color the cover sheet and
dividers.

@leNg®
Show your partner how you decorated your writing notebook. Show students where they will keep
thelr notetbooks and practice the procedures you want them to follow when It Is time to put
notebooks away.

Nuerventuion GXLENSION

NOU SO WMPY LGaCHeT, LLC




LGSSON 3: OPNION ©65AYS™ g

gssenuial duUesuUIoN Maverials
How is an opinion essay different than other kinds of mentor text
writing? opinion anchor chart
task cards & recording sheet

MNILESSON

‘For the next couple of months, we are going to be writing opinion essays. What 1s
an opinion?” (a belief or way of thinking that cannot be proven as a fact)

Read the lesson 3 mentor text to students or have them read it with partners.

“What is the author’s opinion In this plece?” (Her opinion Is that she should receive an
allowance for completing chores.)

‘In an opinion essay the author tells us how they feel about a topic, and then they
give reasons to explain why they feel that way.'

Complete the opinion writing anchor chart.

wWOrk MG

Set task cards on desks around the classroom. Have students work with a partner to rotate
around the room and determine If the plece on the task card would be an opinion essay or not.

aodnNd

Discuss the answers from as many of the task cards as time permits.
Students will teach their partner what an opinion essay Is and give an example.

NUervenuion EXLENSION
Scoot through the task cards with a small These students can write what type of writing
group of students that need assistance with each task card is an example of.

reading the cards and help talk them through
the answers. Assign only half of the cards.

NOU SO WMPY LGaCHeT, LLC




[GSSON +: JONCIauING @ VOPIC™ 3y

gssenuial duUesuUIoN Maverials
How do opinion writers come up with topics to write anchor chart
about? student printable
MNILESSON

"Have you ever had a hard time deciding what to write about? Today we are going to learn a good strategy for coming
up with Ideas for opinion essays. If we have good strategles for genercting topics, we won't waste our time and wll
have more time to write!’

"What is your favorite restaurant to eat at?’

‘Did you know that you are dil sharing your opinions dbout different restaurants? Thinking about your favorites can be
a good place to start when coming up with an opinion topic.”

Do the first section of the topic ideas anchor chart. Add favorites that you have strong opinions cbout. An example is
shown below.

Book: The One Movie: Beauty
and Only van T ‘ and the Beast

Place to

Teacher: Mrs. Vacation:
Sears California

Other favorites ideas: school, principal, field trip, friend, television show, app, board game

WOrk MG
Students will make graphic organizers, or use the Included printable, to brainstorm favorites. They
should try to have at least four favorites, but can add more. This work should be kept In the
resources section of thelr notebook.

aodnNd

Students will share with a partner one topic on thelr grophic organizer they are most excited to
write about. You can have a few students share with the whole class If time permits.

NLervenuion OXLENSION

Ask students guiding questions to help them
come up with favorites.

NOU SO WMPY LGaCHeT, LLC




[GSSON O: JENEMrauNg A VOPIC™ g

gssenuial duUesuUIoN Maverials
How do opinion writers come up with topics to write anchor chart
about? student printable
MNILESSON

Tel your partner one way that opinion authors can come up with topics to write about.”

"Today, we are going to learn another way to come up with good topics to write about. Yesterday we focused on our
favorites. Today we are going to talk about things that you desperately want. When you reclly want something you
might try to convince your teacher or parents that you need that thing. You are sharing your opinion about why you
need something!”

Do the second section of the topic ideas anchor chart. Add wants that you have strong opinions about. An example is
shown below.

To take my

studentson @ ——____ A puppy

fieldtrip

Other want ideas: a later bedtime, a baby sister, a cel phone, my own bedroom, an alowance,
more recess

To go to the

A house cleaner
beach

WOrk vMe
Students will make graphic organizers, or use the Included printable, to brainstorm wants. They
should try to have at least four, but can add more. This work should be kept In the resources
section of their notebook.

aodnNd

Students wil look at both graphic organizers and choose the one topic that they want to write thelr
first plece about. Students will share thelr toplc with their partner.

NLervenuion OXLENSION

Ask students guiding questions to help them
come up with wants.

NOU SO WMPY LGaCHeT, LLC
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UOLL AOW YOU
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EXAMPLES

a leller 1o the librarian asking for for magazines in lhe library

an essay aboul lhe reasons people should carpool o work

a book review thal encourages people 1o read a specific book
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Taking a Siand
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Book:
The One
and Only

Ivan

Teacher:

Mrs.
Sears

Movie:
Beauly
and lhe
Beas!

Place lo
Vacalion:
Cdlifornia

lo lake my
sludenls on a
fleldirip a pubpy

a house lo 9o lo ihe
cleaner beach

People High school
shouldn’l use sludenls should
disposable  be required o

waler bollles. volunieer.

Taking a Siand

Our school library  AdOpt a pel
should have @  from a kennel
larger seleclion  Inslead of
of books. breeding.
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Kids Should be Paid To Do Chores

Day 3: What is an opinion essay?

So you're at the store with your parents and you see that toy that you just
have to have. You beg your mom and dad for It, but they shoot you down.
You begin wishing In that moment that you had a job, ke your parents. A job
where you earned your own money, so you could buy toys or items that you
wanted. This Is why | feel strongly that kids should be paid to do chores
around the house.

To start, If kids were paid to do chores around the house It would help them
understand that money doesn't just grow on trees. Kids would see that they
would have to earn money to buy things. In fact, parents could use It as @
lesson for thelr kids, If they don't do thelr chores well or correctly, then they
won't be paid for them. Also, parents wouldn’t have to listen to therr kids beg
for money anymore, because the kids would have thelr own money from
completing their chores.

Another reason kids should be compensated for working around the house s,
it teaches the child responsibility. Not only will they see that hard work pays
off, but they will also quickly redlize you need to be responsible with the
money you earn. For example, if the child wants something that is expensive,
then they will need to save thelr money. This Is a great lesson that can be
used later In life when they are thinking about college, buying a car, or even @
house. It can also show chidren that if they spend their money too fast, they
won't have any money left.

Finally, adults get paid weekly when they do therr job, so why shouldn’t kids be
paid for doing their chores” Paying children for doing chores can get them
ready for their career one day. In the work force, they will need to do a job
and do It to the best of thelr abillity, In order to collect a paycheck. Having
chores they are pad to do will get them used to having a job one day. Adutts
have jobs so they can pay bils and buy things they want. Kids should have
that same opportunity.

ASs you can seg, It truly Is a posltive cholce to pay your child to do chores. [t

not only teaches them responsiplity, but alows them to have thelr own money
to spend on the things they want and can train them to have their own job
one day. Start paying today!

NOUL SO WIMPY vGacHer
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Opinion Writing Task Cards

Read the card and wrife yes or no in the boxes below.  Ngme:
2. 3. 4. D. 6.
/. 8. q @) 1l 2.
3. M 5. 6. 7 8.
Q. 20, 2 22. 23 24.

Not So Wimpy Teacher




Opinion Writing Task Cards

: Read the card and wrife yes or no in the boxes below. Name:
I 2 3. 4 S. 6.
NO NO NO VES VES NO
/ 8. q. o) I 2
VES NO VES NO VES VES
13. . 5. 6. 7. 8.
NO NO YES NO YES NO
A 20, 2 22 23 2.
Ves NO VES VES NO NO

Not So Wimpy Teacher
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